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YWF Small Grants Fund – Core Funding 2025-6
Funding guidelines and application form
	Applicant Information Summary


	Background
	YWF’s vision is that all young people in Westminster grow up healthy, safe and happy. Working in collaboration with our community of members and partners, we are committed to ensuring that the borough provides residents with access to the best possible youth services and opportunities. Through regular funding and grants, we help our members develop their programmes, undertake new projects and ensure young people continue to have access to the very best services.

John Lyon’s Charity (JLC) gives grants to benefit children and young people up to the age of 25 within their beneficiary area (Barnet, Brent, Camden, Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow, Kensington & Chelsea and the Cities of London and Westminster). 

This YWF Small Grants fund was made available by John Lyon’s Charity (JLC) with the specific purpose of strengthening smaller, grassroots organisations that deliver opportunities for children and young people in Westminster and are not eligible to be funded directly by JLC.


	Eligible organisations
	Eligible organisations: 

· Community Interest Companies (CICs) who have an asset lock and two bank signatories and three unrelated directors
· Registered charities (i.e. CIO, Charitable Trust, Charitable Association or Charitable company) who have not been in receipt of a JLC Main/Open Grant in the last 3 years*
· Existing members of the Young Westminster Foundation who are currently working with children and young adults aged 0-25 years in Westminster
· Have a last reported annual turnover of less that £250,000

Organisations that are not eligible: 
· Private Ltd Companies, Companies Limited by Guarantee, Unincorporated groups, Social Enterprises and Supplementary Schools**

*This is to ensure support is targeted to the voluntary sector beyond the reach of John Lyon’s Charity’s Main/Open Grants Programme. 

**Supplementary Schools can apply for JLC funding. 


	Type of funding 
	This funding is solely for the provision of core funding.

If you are looking to apply for funding for a specific project, you can apply for YWF Brighter Futures funding in autumn 2025. 

Please note that providers who are successful in receiving core funding via this small grants fund will not be eligible to apply for the next Brighter Futures project funding round. 


	What can the funding be used for? 
	A general contribution to the core running costs of an organisation that operates specifically with children and young people Westminster. This could be used for overheads (rent, heat, light etc), a contribution towards salary costs, or other things that cannot be funded through other sources.


	Geographical Area of Benefit
	Organisations whose beneficiaries are children and young people living in the London Borough of Westminster.

	Size of available grants 
	Grants of up to £8,000 will be made available for 1 year. 


	Timeframe
	Open for Applications
	20th Aug 2025

	
	Application Deadline
	22nd September 2025

	
	Panel Meeting
	Oct 2025





What we must see in your application
· We wish to support high quality work and use the following criteria to define quality: 
Ensuring youth voice: Children and young people will be involved in informing the development of the service (e.g. through age-appropriate consultation) to ensure the project/activity/ service/programme is accessible, affordable, wanted and valued by children and young people. 
· Evaluation: We want to see how you evaluate the outcomes and how this would inform your wider practice.  


We will not support applications for: 
· Work that takes place outside of Westminster
· Individuals
· Political activities 
· Activities promoting religious beliefs
· National organisations with no track record of delivery in Westminster
· Work that has already taken place
· From organisations who are not a member of the Young Westminster Foundation 
· From registered charities 
How applications will be assessed:
· YWF will undertake due diligence and scoring of applications. Funding decisions are made by a Grants Panel which will include young people, a representative from John Lyon’s Charity and YWF membership.




YWF Small Grants Fund – Core Funding 2025-6
Application Form

Before completing this application form, please read the guidance carefully, ensuring that you meet all eligibility criteria. Please complete all sections of the form and email it along with your supporting documents to: hazel@youngwestminster.com by 22nd September 2025.

	Name of Organisation

	

	Address of Organisation
	



	Main contact details

	Name

	


	
	Email 

	

	
	Telephone

	





About your organisation
	1) What does your organisation do and where? How long has your organisation been working in Westminster? 
(Max 150 words)

	


	2) Who are your main beneficaries (including ages)? Do you work with a targeted group of children and/or young people? 
(Max 150 words)

	


	3) What impact does your work have on the local community? 


	


	4) Thinking about your organisation’s objectives, what are your top three priorities for the next year? (this could be in relation to organisational development, capacity building or the young people / families you work with). Please state any specific support YWF may be able to provide in attaining these. 


	


	5) How do you ensure your work is influenced and/or led by young people?

	


	6) Please provide details about your monitoring and evaluation processes. How do you know that your work is making a difference? How do you measure progress?

	


	7) How many people work for your organisation?


	[bookmark: _Hlk174533456]Full Time:
	
	Part Time:
	
	Volunteer:
	

	8) Are you a member of Young Westminster Foundation (You are only eligible to apply if you are an existing member of YWF)? 	
	Yes/ No

	9) Your organisational finances:

	In addition to submitting your last annual accounts and organisational budget for the next year, please input the following from your last annual accounts.


	Year ending:
	dd/mm/yy


	Income:

	£

	Expenditure:

	£

	Free reserves:

	£

	Surplus (Deficit) for the year:

	£

	10) What is your organisational status? CIC etc 

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk174533544]If you are a CIC, can you confirm that you have the following in place:


	Asset Lock
	Yes / No 
	two bank signatories
	Yes/ No
	3 unrelated directors: 
	Yes / No



About the funding

	1) What will you use this core funding for? 
     What, how, when? 


	

	2) What difference will this type of funding make to your organisation? 


	

	3) Total amount requested from Young Westminster Foundation: 
	






Your Safeguarding Policies and Processes

	Questions
	Your Response

	Please give some detail on your safeguarding policy including:

· Who is responsible for monitoring safeguarding practice, including risk management, and how does this take place?
· How do you ensure your policy is adhered to across the organisation?
· How often is it reviewed, and by whom?
	



Declaration
I confirm, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all the information in this application is true and correct. I understand that you may ask for additional information at any stage of the application process.
I confirm that I am responsible for how the funds will be used and will comply with relevant legislation to ensure safe practices and policies are adhered to for both staff and beneficiaries of the organisation.

	Name
	[bookmark: Text26]     


	Position
	[bookmark: Text27]     


	Date
	[bookmark: Text28]     




In addition to your Application Form, please submit the following:

	Detailed breakdown of how you will spend the grant money. (It must make clear what you will be spending grant money on.)

	☐
	Organisational Budget

	☐
	A copy of your latest signed Annual Accounts 
	☐
	A copy of a bank statement no more than 3 months old
	☐
	A copy of your Governing Document

	☐
	A copy of your Safeguarding Policy

	☐


If you have any questions or need any further information about the guidance or application form please email hazel@youngwestminster.com or call us on 07426 217044.
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