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YWF Small Grants Fund – Core Funding 2026-7

	Applicant Guidance


	Background
	YWF’s vision is that all young people in Westminster grow up healthy, safe and happy. Working in collaboration with our community of members and partners, we are committed to ensuring that the borough provides residents with access to the best possible youth services and opportunities. Through regular funding and grants, we help our members develop their programmes, undertake new projects and ensure young people continue to have access to the very best services.

John Lyon’s Charity (JLC) gives grants to benefit children and young people up to the age of 25 within their beneficiary area (Barnet, Brent, Camden, Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow, Kensington & Chelsea and the Cities of London and Westminster.) 

This YWF Small Grants fund was made available by John Lyon’s Charity (JLC) with the specific purpose of strengthening smaller, grass roots organisations that deliver opportunities for children and young people in Westminster and are not eligible to be funded directly by JLC.


	Eligible organisations
	· Community Interest Companies (CICs) who have an asset lock, two bank signatories and three unrelated directors
· Registered Charities (i.e. CIO, Charitable Trust, Charitable Association or Charitable company) who have not been in receipt of a JLC Main/Open Grant in the last 3 years*
· Existing members of the Young Westminster Foundation who are:
· currently working directly with children and young people aged 0-25 years in Westminster and have been a member for more than 3 months. 
· Have a last reported annual turnover of less that £250,000 
· Organisations whose work focuses on benefiting children and young people in Westminster 

Organisations that are not eligible: 
· Private Ltd Companies, Companies Limited by Guarantee, Unincorporated groups, Social Enterprises and Supplementary Schools**

*This is to ensure support is targeted to the voluntary sector beyond the reach of John Lyon’s Charity’s Main/Open Grants Programme. 

**Supplementary Schools can apply for JLC funding. 


	Type of funding 
	This funding is solely for the provision of core funding.

If you are looking to apply for funding for a specific project, you can apply for YWF Brighter Futures funding in autumn 2026. 

Please note that providers who are successful in receiving core funding via this small grants fund will not be eligible to apply for Brighter Futures project funding in 2026-7. 


	What can the funding be used for? 
	A general contribution to the core running costs of an organisation that operates in Westminster and supports children and young people in Westminster. This could be used for overheads (rent, heat, light etc), a contribution towards salary costs, or other things that cannot be funded through other sources. 


	Geographical Area of Benefit
	Organisations whose beneficiaries are children and young people living in the London Borough of Westminster.

	Size of available grants 
	Grants of up to £8,000 will be made available for 1 year. 


	Timeframe
	Open for Applications
	26th Aug 2026

	
	Application Deadline
	21st September 2026

	
	Panel Meeting
	October 2026





Funding criteria:
· We wish to support work that meets the following criteria: 

Ensuring youth voice: Children and young people will be involved in informing the development of the service (e.g. through age-appropriate consultation) to ensure the project/activity/ service/programme is accessible, affordable, wanted and valued by children and young people. 

· Westminster Focus: We are particularly interested in organisations that primarily benefit children and young people in Westminster, rather than those operating across wider pan-London areas, or those supporting Westminster residents, families, or adults more generally.

· Impact and track record we want to see that organisations have a strong track record of directly supporting children and young people in Westminster and that their work is making a difference in their community.

· Need: We want to see that there is a clear need for this provision in the area, and this need is clearly demonstrated within the application.

We will not support applications for: 
· Work that takes place outside of Westminster
· Individuals
· Political activities 
· Activities promoting religious beliefs
· National organisations 
· Organisations with no track record of delivery in Westminster
· Work that has already taken place
· From organisations who are not a member of the Young Westminster Foundation or have been a member for less than 3 months
· Holiday activities
· Organisations in serious financial difficulty 
How applications will be assessed:

YWF will undertake due diligence and scoring of applications. Funding decisions are made by a Grants Panel which will include young people, a representative from John Lyon’s Charity and YWF membership.
Important Note: This is the final round of this particular YWF Small Grants Fund – Core Funding, funded by John Lyon’s Charity through the Young Westminster Foundation (YWF). This programme was established as a time-limited core funding opportunity for YWF members . Should any new opportunities for core funding become available, we will share details with members as soon as possible.
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